


Clark Kerr, at one time president oﬁ the University of California, has
been one of the most perceptive commentators on university presidencies.

Kerr said he left the California presidency the same way he assumed ity £irved
with enthusiasm.

Kerr has said the university president in the United States is expected,
among other things, to be a friend, colleagﬁe, good fellow, sound administrator,
good public speaker, astute bargainer, politician, press spokesman, 'devotee
of opera and football equally," a decent human being, good husband and father,
an active member of the church.

Let me tell you based on eight years of experience, no one can be all
these things. Some succeed at being none. I've tried to be as many as possible.

I've tried to be a stabilizer and a facilitator in restoring Cornell to
equilibrium, an equilibrium it needed "In those days," as John Masefield wrote,
"Of broken frontiers and collapsing values...When dams (were) down and the
floods (were) making misery...When every future (looked) somewhat grim...And
every ancient foothold...(Had) become something of a quagmire."

My goal, however, was more than stabilization. It was to do as C. L.
Sulzberger once urged, "accelerate the pace but eseape the convulsion.”
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The pool of students available to higher educational institutions will
decrease in size and the question bécomes which university will get the best
students. There will continue to be the inevitable struggle for resources
between the private and the public institutions. Cornell must continue to
attract faculty of the highest quality. Consumerism among students will
grow. Students will not pay the charges if the teaching is not the best.
There must be a continuing and increasing emphasis on undergraduate education.
Public accountability will grow also and governmental intrusion will increase.
Faculty must increasingly explain to the public what they do and why they

It will be necessary to prove that research has brought great public
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recombinant DNA research. Witness attitudes about nuclear power.

Allied to this, science can no longer be amoral.

Given the necessary response to the public, life in a university can
continue to be the great intellectual experience it has always been for the
best students and for the best faculty, but it will no longer be possible to
pursue that life without interference from the outside.

The opportunity to be at Cornell has been a great privilege for me and
The opportunity to associate with, and be part of, a faculty

for Mrs. Corson.
ctunity to teach students of the ability

of the quality we have here; the o
we have at Cornell, the opportu
thousands of supportive alumni
with a Board of Trustees |
Board, the opportunity
work force of such dedic
the opportunity to live
have all been pri

2

‘beauty--these
- are grateful.










